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New data driven policy initiative advances OTN
analytics
From today the OpenTransportNet (OTN) community is now known as PoliVisu. The initiative still
helps cities to use open, geo and big data to transform mobility services, but now focuses directly
on the policy-making aspect. 

In a nutshell, PoliVisu enhances public involvement and support in urban policy making, by
equipping decision makers with the skills and tools - from open (geo) data processing to
advanced visualisations -  to use big data for collaborative policy experimentation. As a
result cities can makes better sustainable policy decisions and manage operations  more
e�ectively.

We will be sending out regular newsletters highlighting international developments in the big
data/policy making domain as well as PoliVisu project updates including access to decision-making
methodologies and data visualisation tools.  We hope we can continue to count on your support as
part of our network. 

With best regards, 
Team PoliVisu

International News
Big data can shape equitable,
resilient cities

Big data doesn’t necessarily mean big
government, with centralized decision-
making powers. Big data also can enable
decision-making at the individual and local
level through user-oriented technologies
such as self-con�guring transit
networks and automated permitting and
approval systems. You can think not only
about streamlining government, but in fact
about driving government decisions down
to the public in a way that’s responsive and
also doesn’t just empower one group that
might be advantaged in terms of
interacting with government.

Read full article by Alex Rogala published
by Green Biz 
 

EU transport network due
massive investment

  
The European Commission recently
announced plans to invest €1 billion in
several dozen transport projects, which will
unlock a total of €4.5 billion of public and
private co-�nancing, as part of its
Connecting Europe Facility, a new funding
instrument for infrastructure networks. A
total of 39 projects will receive the funding.
Among them are such �agship initiatives
such as improvement of railway access on
the Fehmarnbelt tunnel connecting
Denmark and Germany; the upgrading of
Divača-Koper railway line in Slovenia; and
the deployment of a pan-European
network of 340 charging stations for
electric cars in 13 EU countries.  

Read more here

Mobility as a service gains
momentum in Scotland

Scotland's �rst Mobility as a Service (MaaS)
pilot is now o�ering bikeshare to its group
of testers in Dundee. The project is
targeting young people with a view to
making travel experience  more fun and
convenient. Besides NextBike, users can
plan, pay for and travel on trains, taxis and
buses - all from a single web app, rather
than from a variety of di�erent providers,
each of which have separate timetables,
booking systems and payment methods. In
addition the NaviGoGo app o�ers services
such as destination information, transport
reviews, a taxi-fare splitter calculator and a
deal matching service. 

Try for yourself here

Unlocking policy analysis
with big data

  
Benoît Cœuré, Member of the Executive
Board of the ECB, gave a powerful speech
this month at the conference on “Economic
and Financial Regulation in the Era of Big
Data”, organised by the Banque de France,
Paris.   In his speech he shows that data
generated through the greater use of
technology in our daily lives has an
enormous potential to help policymakers
overcome prevailing constraints on timely
data availability, understand better the
consequences of their policies and
calibrate them accordingly, while also
creating challenges.

Read full speech by Benoît Cœuré
published by European Central Bank
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PoliVisu Updates

Future vision for modern
policy making

PoliVisu partners gathered in Ghent,
Belgium, this November to o�cially kick-o�
the project. The two-day meeting brought
together city and technical partners to
discuss which policy challenges in the three
pilot cities - Gent, Belgium, Issy-les-
Moulineaux, France and Plzen, Czech
Republic - the team were going to tackle
using big data and how.  Using a series of
design thinking techniques the consortium
worked together to explore transport,
planning and land-use dilemas in each
location and collaboratively think how big
data could help solve the issues.  

See our resulting vision for PoliVisu here

PoliVisu tests vision with
international policy experts

 
On 20 November 2017 PoliVisu tested its
vision for the future of big data and policy
making with the �rst group of stakeholders
outside the project at a workshop in
Thessaloniki organised as part of the 4th
International Conference on Internet
Science. 

Selected as just one of �ve projects to be
presented, through a peer reviewed paper
process, PoliVisu joined Socratic,
Open4Citizens, SavingFood and MAKE-IT to
discuss how to transform policymaking
through novel data-driven methods and
tools. The research aims of PoliVisu were
well-received by the audience of academics
and policy practitioners who understood
the project's vision and its approach to
realising its ambition.  

The proceedings, including the PoliVisu
paper will be published in the series
Lecture Notes in Computer Science (LNCS)
by Springer later this year.

Flanders embraces the
critical need for PoliVisu

On 30 November 2017. PoliVisu was
presented at the second edition of a Ghent-
based Trefdag Informatie Vlaanderen. With
More than 2300 visitors the Trefdag is one
of the leading ICT related events in
Flanders and Belgium. During the plenary
session PoliVisu was mentioned by Karl-
Filip Coenegrachts, Ghent's Chief Strategy
O�cer who is also responsible for the
Ghent PoliVisu pilot. Referring to PoliVisu's
novel data-driven approach Krl-Filip said
the project is a good example of how open
data can further in�uence policymaking
process in the city over the next few years.
During a later, open data session Lieven
Raes, PoliVisu Consortium leader,
discussed the critical importance of open
data visualisation in facilitating forward-
looking policymaking approach, one that is
based on co-creation of societal solutions
for transport and land-use.

Sharing lessons on using geo
data for visualisation

 
In October 2017 PoliVisu project partner,
the Plan4all association, co-organised a
Joint Conference 2017 at the Kozel Chateau
in the Czech Republic. The conference was
a joint e�ort between the International
Conference on Information Systems for
Agriculture and Forestry, Geomatics in
Projects Conference and the Plan4all
Conference. At the event PoliVisu was
publicly presented to the international
audience by the consortium member Karel
Charvat, who shared the lessons of OTN
project, its in�uence on PoliVisu and
reasons for starting the latter now and not
later. Transport systems and cities more
generally are currently under pressure.
Traditional policy approaches have had
mixed results when it comes to providing
e�ective solutions to local problems. So the
need for PoliVisu, with its data-driven
approach and state-of-the-art data tools, is
now stronger than ever.

Pilsen tra�c intensity app wins the eGov competition 
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The Pilsen tra�c volumes app was awarded �rst place in the latest eGovernment competition.
Organised by Magazine Egovernment for the twelfth time, the event celebrates advances in digital
innovation within public administration in the Czech Republic. The app, which was developed by a
PoliVisu partner Plan4All, captured jury's attention because of its novel approach to visualising
tra�c intensity on Pilsen roads. The tool has also been noted for its versatility, as it can be used not
only by citzens and tourists but experts too (e.g. urban designers, property developers). "It is one of
the projects that falls under our Smart City Plzen concept, which brings smart solutions to make life
easier for citizens of the West Bohemian metropolis," said Martin Zrzavecký, Mayor of Pilsen. 

Read more (in Czech) here

www.PoliVisu.eu
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